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Maurits Cornelis Escher
Drawing Hands, 1948

©M. C. Escher c/o Cordon Art B.V., Baarn, The Netherlands
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 UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.

DAY 1     DAY 1     DAY 1

PREWRITING AND DRAFTING

TOPIC:

Appearances can be deceiving

THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

“What an absurd amount of energy I have been wasting all my life trying to figure out how things
‘really are,’ when all the time they weren’t.”

Hugh Prather

“A celebrity is a person who works hard all his [or her] life to become well known, then wears dark
glasses to avoid being recognized.”

Fred Allen, Treadmill to Oblivion

“It is only shallow people who do not judge by appearances.”
Oscar Wilde

“Very few people look the part and are it too.”
Don Herold
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DAY 1    DAY 1    DAY 1

WRITING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

Sometimes we are fooled by the way things appear or the way people behave.  Write about how
things may not be what they seem.

You might, for example, do one of the following:

write about a time when something you thought would be fun, boring, or frightening turned out
differently than you expected

OR
explain how making assumptions can sometimes lead to a surprise

OR
examine how making judgments based on appearances can sometimes be hurtful

OR
consider how someone can be fooled by the way something is advertised

OR
write about the topic in another way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination. Your
writing will be read by interested adults.

(You may use this area and the following pages for freewriting, clustering, outlining, webbing, listing,
etc. When you are ready, you may begin your draft.)



Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Grade 8

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

4 The central idea is clear and focused, and the writer uses creative, insightful detail. The
organization helps unify the piece, and moves the reader easily through the text. The voice
of the writer comes through in the rich and precise word choice and effective use of varied
sentence structure. The text demonstrates varied use of standard writing conventions with
few errors.

3 The central idea is clear and focused, and the writer adds basic detail. Overall organization
is apparent but may be too obviously structured; there may be extraneous detail which
interferes with unity. The writing demonstrates varied sentence structure as well as appropriate
word choices, including some engaging vocabulary. Surface feature errors may occasionally
distract the reader, but they do not interfere with understanding.

2 The central idea is somewhat developed and the writer includes some detail. However,
focus may shift and some details may be extraneous.  An attempt at organization is apparent
although ideas may lack a sense of wholeness. Vocabulary is limited or inappropriate to the
task; sentence structure may be simple. Surface feature errors make understanding difficult.

1 The writing may show little or no development of a central idea, or may be too limited in
length to demonstrate proficiency. Organization may be lacking or may seem arbitrary.
Vocabulary is limited; sentences may be choppy, incomplete, or rambling. Numerous surface
feature errors may severely interfere with understanding.

Not ratable if:

off topic

illegible

written in a language other than English

blank/refused to respond
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Begin writing on this page.
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